Hiwassee Day Trip 
Report by Brinton Hoover

 On Friday, September 11, 2009 Troop 31 scouts gathered in the evening to load kayaks and select gear for a trip the next morning to the Hiwassee River outside of Chattanooga, TN.  All of the trip participants were checked out on their paddling skills a few weeks before at a mandatory paddle clinic on Percy Priest Lake. 

 On Saturday, September 12, 2009 16 scouts and 12 adults met at the EYC house at 5:30 am to group up, get gear, and take role.  The trip was led by Dr. Deaton and Mr. Hileman.  Attendees included:

	Web Arnold

	Zach Bugalla

	Clayton Chamness

	Miller Civitts

	Shelton Clark

	Fred Crumbo

	Tucker Deaton

	Ben Ghertner

	Calvin Harrison

	Cole Harrison

	Richard Hawkins

	John Hileman

	Brinton Hoover

	Edward Landstreet

	Nathanial Pope

	Cris Arnold

	Dewey Branstetter

	Pam Casey

	Glen Civitts

	Kevin Crumbo

	Mark Deaton

	Steve Ghertner

	Jay Harrison

	Gregg Hileman

	Bob Hoover

	Tommy Landstreet

	Greg Pope


 We got on the road at 6:00 am c.d.t. We made it to the Hiawassee outfitters at around 11:00 am e.d.t. After renting all of the sit-on-top kayaks we got on the river around 12:00 pm.  It was a great, sunny day and everyone had a great time on the river.  The 9 skirted kayaks were led by Tucker Deaton and John Hileman with Dr. Hoover bringing up the rear.  We even got a show of championship quality kayaking by Hunter Branstetter.

We got to the lunch stop rapids around 2:30 pm. Then we kayaked to Devil’s shoals were we got out of our boats and swam down Devil’s shoals.  We got to the take-out at 4:00 pm were we all took much needed showers. 

After returning all of the sit-on-top kayaks and loading up all the gear we hit the road for Nashville. Along the way we stopped at Jason’s Deli were we ate dinner. We then got back on the road. We arrived at the EYC safe and sound at 8:30 pm c.d.t. 

It was a great trip and everyone had a fun time.  Stay tuned for more information about roll school this winter, conducted by the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association.  Troop 31 always has great participation in roll school AND it makes you eligible for kayaking in a skirted kayak in the future!

